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the largest portion is to be found in Durban. These men belong to a very
respectable class, and are mostly merchants and those connected with
mercantile business. Some of them are even highly educated in the English
language.
Your Petitioners humbly submit that to disfranchise such a class of
people would be to subject them to uncalled-for degradation.
Your Petitioners, therefore, respectfully pray that Your Excellency
will be pleased to favourably consider the subject matter of the petition
and grant such relief as may be meet and proper.
And for this act of justice and mercy, your Petitioners, as in duty
bound, shall for ever pray, etc., etc.
Dated at Durban this 13th day of August, Nineteen Hundred and
Six.
[DAWAD MAHOMED
PRESIDENT,
O. H. A* JOHARI
M. G. ANGLIA
JOINT HON. SECRETARIES
NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS]
From a photostat of the original :G. D.  179, Vol 243
413. LETTER TO HAJI ISMAIL HAJI ABOOBAKER JOHARI
P. O. Box 6522,
JOHANNESBURG,
August 14, 1906
MY DEAR SHETH SHRI HAJI ISMAIL HAJI  ABOOBAKER,
Now there seems to be very solid ground for hoping that, within a
short time, the land in Pretoria will be transferred to the names of both
of you! Since Omar Sheth has already written to you of this, I need not
dilate upon it.
I have always complained to Omar Sheth about the expenses there.
These are hard times now in South Africa, and they are likely to become
harder still   The prices of land have gone down by 66 per cent,, and
it would be no matter for surprise if they fell still further.   The rent you
used to get has decreased by a half and will further decrease.   Even a
well-furnished shop on the first floor in a place like West Street remains
untenanted.    If, in such bad times, you do not reduce your household
and other expenditure, whatever property you have will be eroded. As
it   is,  you  are living,  so  to speak, on capital.   That we are   making
some profit in trade is, however, a matter for satisfaction.    But, then,
that profit consists of stocks and of arrears collected from clients.   The
actual profit from trade cannot be reckoned precisely unless the final accounts
are made up and goods converted into cash. I must say that Omar Sheth
is living a very simple life.   The house he lives in does not become a man
of your status and reputation.   The food is likewise simple.   Besides, b^